
Francesca Pola
Piero Manzoni  
and ZERO
A European  
Creative Region

Electa



Fondazione Piero Manzoni
The previous Quaderno published in this series — the Diary Man-
zoni wrote when he was still a young man — reveals the artist’s early 
inclination to travel. This third volume features Manzoni as a mature 
adult who forged friendships, relationships, collaborations and ex-
change ties, building up an international network of artists. This 
book and video documentary is the result of research carried out by 
Francesca Pola — to whom our heartfelt thanks are due — who, in her 
turn, has travelled round Europe since 2006, often in the company of 
Rosalia Pasqualino di Marineo, the series editor, with the aim of 
meeting artists, visiting archives, tracking down documents and col-
lecting material in order to reconstruct the fascinating geography of 
the new concept of art that emerged during this period. 
This new book and the related video documentary continue the 
“voyage” of discovery and research into the events of the artist’s life. 
We would like to express our gratitude to those who have made it 
possible with their support, to Hauser & Wirth, which has success-
fully collaborated with the Fondazione Piero Manzoni since 2017, to 
the publishing house Electa, which has included us in its splendid 
“Pesci Rossi” series, and to all those who have generously made in-
formation and materials available. 

Elena Manzoni di Chiosca
President of the Fondazione Piero Manzoni

Giuseppe Manzoni di Chiosca
Vice-President of the Fondazione Piero Manzoni



Our heartfelt thanks for their 
invaluable contribution to the 
publication of this book go to 
the Fondazione Piero 
Manzoni: in particular, its 
president Elena Manzoni di 
Chiosca, its vice-president 
Giuseppe Manzoni di Chiosca, 
and its director Rosalia 
Pasqualino di Marineo.

We are also extremely grateful 
to the following artists for 
their precious collaboration:

Bernard Aubertin †
Agostino Bonalumi † 
Heinz Mack
Almir Mavignier
Christian Megert
François Morellet †
Henk Peeters †
Otto Piene †
Günther Uecker
Herman de Vries

An equally crucial role has 
been played by the ZERO 
foundation of Düsseldorf and 
its international research 
group, of which I am a 
member, together with the 
following:

Tiziana Caianiello
Antoon Melissen
Andres Pardey
Johan Pas
Dirk Pörschmann
Ulrike Schmitt
Thekla Zell
and that of Mattijs Visser, 
Valerie Hillings, Beate 
Kemfert, Leonore Verheyen †
A special thank you to 
Barbara Könches and the 
staff of the ZERO foundation

We would also like to thank:
A arte Invernizzi, Milan
Alfonso Alberti
Archivio Agostino Bonalumi
Galerie Pro Arte  
Kasper Archive
Hermann Goepfert Archive 
and Estate
Jef Verheyen Archive
Art Stations Foundation by 
Grazyna Kulczyk
Gianfranco Avanzini
Axa Art
Walter Baldi
Luca Massimo Barbero
Brendan Becht
Claire Beltz-Wüest
Andrea Bettinetti
Elena Bini
Veronique Borgeaud
Agnese Boschini
Bostyn Brecht
Angelo and Silvia Calmarini
Francesca Calmarini
Valentina Castellani
Germano Celant
Luciana Fiorentini
Fondazione Enrico 
Castellani 
Fondazione Lucio Fontana
FotoMuseum, Antwerp
Gagosian Gallery
Alessandra and Massimo 
Ganzerla
Getty Research Institute, Los 
Angeles
Elizabeth Goldring
Antje von Graevenitz
Flaminio Gualdoni
Hauser & Wirth
Markus Heinzelmann
Christiane Holweck
Anita Hopmans
Werner and Edda Hund
Marta Kabsch
Lia Kasper
Gabriele Kübler
Walter and Nicole Leblanc 
Foundation
Fabrizio Lo Porto
Uliano Lucas

Ute Mack
The Mayor Gallery, London
Pepi Marchetti Franchi
Gaspare Luigi Marcone
Noor Mertens
Sigrid Mavignier
Franziska Megert
Daniela Migotto
Mariette Moens-Philippi
Moderna Museet
Danielle Morellet
Virginia Mosklaveskas
Museion, Bolzano
Museum Morsbroich, 
Leverkusen
Museum Tinguely, Basel
Cecilia Nelli
Guido and Gabriella 
Pautasso
Marc Payot
Patrizia Pisani
Edoardo Podo
Holger Reenberg
Robert and Irmgard 
Rademacher
Alessandra Riggione
Rijksbureau voor 
Kunsthistorische 
Documentatie (Netherlands 
Institute for Art History),  
The Hague
Carla Roncato †
Georg Ruzzene
Margriet Schavemaker
Gerhard and Anneliese Lenz 
Schönberg
Stefano Setti
Hans Sonnenberg †
Irene Stucchi
Annette Trautvetter
Axel Vervoordt
Brigitte Vincens
Lidy Visser
Susanne de Vries
Iwan Wirth
Manuela Wirth
Manfred Wandel †

And all those who prefer  
to remain anonymous 
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